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■PRODUCTION  OF  LUMBER,  LATE,  AND  SHINGLES  IN  CALIFORNIA,^  I9k3 

In  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  the  Forest  Service  presents  herewith  its  annual  statement  of 
lumber1  production  in  California  and  Nevada.     This  statement  is  based 
upon  complete  returns,  and  will  therefore  agree  with  final  production 
statistics  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

The  estimate  of  19^3  cu"t  indicates  that  the  lumber  industry  in  Califor- 
nia maintained  production  remarkably  we'll  in  vie,,  of  wartime  difficul- 
ties of  operation'  centering  mainly  about  manpower  and  equipment  short- 
ages.   Lumber  sawed  in  19U3  v/^s  about  1  percent  more  than  the  volume 
sawed  in  and  about  the  same  percentage  more  than  in  the  all-time 

peak  year  of  ±?b,l. 

The  production  data  in  tables  1,  2,  and  3  a**e  based  upon  reports  from 
283  active  mills  in  the  California  pine  region,  and  on  95  active  mills 
in  the  redwood  region.     Included  in  these  totals  are  13  active  shingle 
mills  -  7  in  the  pine  region,  and  6  in  the  redwood  region. 


For  the  entire  State  and  all  species,  the  production  of  2,352,592  M 
feet  b.m.   (Table  1J  is  about  1  percent  more  than  the  total  State-wide 
production  in  19^2.     There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  produc- 
tion of  ponderosa  pine  or  redwood.     The  cut  of  Douglas-fir  rose  about 
13  percent,  while  white  fir  production  increased  about  36  percent.  In 
the  past  two  years  there  has  been  about  a  75  percent  increase  in  the 
utilization  of  white  fir.     There  were  marked  declines  of  19»7  percent 
and  22.6  percent  in  the  production  of  sugar  pine  and  incense  cedar 
respectively,  and  even  greater  declines  in  the  production  of  other 
softwoods,  such  as  Port  Orford  cedar  and  Sitka  spruce.     There  was  a 
21.1  percent  decline  in  the  production  of  lath,  and  15»6  percent  fall- 
off  in  the  output  of  shingles.     Lumber  stocks  at  sawmills  decreased 
from  610,397  M  feet  b.m.  on  December  31,  19^2  to  1+67,782  M  feet  b.m, 
on  December  31,  19U3»  which  is  about  a  2ij.  percent  decrease.     In  the 
past  two  years  stocks  have  decreased  about  L;5  percent.    Active  mills 


*  MAINTAINED  AT  BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA,  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA . 


in  the  State  rose  from  321  in  to  37^  in  191+3.     It  is  estimated 

that  there  were  in  addition  103  mills  which  were  idle  throughout  all 
of  1943*  but  nost  of  these  were  small  mills  of  low  potential  output. 

In  the  nine  re;  ion  lumber  production  in  1943  was  1*726,032  U  feet  b.m. 
(Table  27,  or  approximately  0.7  percent  below  the  output  in  1942. 
Poncerosa  pine  represented  about  65. 7  percent  of  the  total  regional 
cut,  followed  by  sugar  pine  representing  12.2  percent.     The  production 
of  white  fir  and  Douglas-fir  is  almost  the  sarae.     The       mills  cutting 
19  Million  feet  or  more  represented  76.6  percent  of  the  total  cut.  There 
were  1+1  more  active  sawmills  in  the  pine  region  in  1943  than  in  1942,  due 
mainly  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  small  mills.     There  were  5  less 
idle  mills  in  194-3  than  in  1942.    Lumber  stocks  declined  6.2  percent  dur^ 
ing  the  year,  and  although  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  production  of  lath, 
the  output  of  shingles  remained  about  the  same. 

In  the  redwood  region  lumber  production  of  625,7^0  U  feet  b.m.   (Table  3) 
was  approximately  5»T  percent  greater  than  the  1942  output.     The  46l 
million  feet  of  redwood  cut  in  1943  v/as  almost  the  same  as  in  1942. 
ibst  of  the  over-all  regional  increase  in  production  was  due  to  an  up- 
swing in  the  output  of  Douglas-fir,  which  rose  from  119  million  feet 
to  151  million  feet,  or  26.9  percent.    White  fir  production  in  the 
redwood  region  increased  from  1,446  If  feet  b.m.  in  1942  to  7»479  U 
feet  b.m.  in  1943*     The  11  mills  cutting  over  10  million  feet  accounted 
for  76.9  percent  of  the  regional  production.     There  were  95  active  mills 
in  the  region  in  1943  (including  6  shingle  mills),  as  contrasted  to  75 
mills  in  1942  -  which  includes  11  shingle  mills.-   Lumber  stocks  have 
declined  in  the  past  two  years  from  about  243  million  feet  on  January 
1,  1942  to  about  76  million  feet  at  the  close  of  1943,  or  66.7  oercent. 
The  decline  in  1943  alone  was  approximately  52.1  percent.     There  were 
also  declines  in  the  production  of  both  lath  and  shingles. 
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